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ongue-in-cheek look

|

at Halloween

Sample lyrics from

Indie rockers take aim
at Band-Aid solutions

Do They Know It's Halloween Song penned
by Montrealers and proceeds go to UNICEF

T'CHA DUNLEVY
GAZETTE MUSIC CRITIC

“Bob Geldof is the devil,” musi-
cian Nick Diamonds said. “He
patronized everyone. He patron-
ized the planet.”

Diamonds and pal Adam Goll-
ner sat down at Mile End’s Café
Esperanza yesterday to explain
the impetus behind Do They
Know It's Halloween, their bold,
star-studded spoof on Live Aid,
Band Aid and Band-Aid solu-
tions to global problems.

The CD single, to be released

Tuesday on Vice Recordings,
brings together an impressive
roster of indie music talent, in-
cluding Beck, the Arcade Fire,
Feist, Sonic Youth, Sum 41,
Sloan, Wolf Parade, Devendra
Banhart, Buck 65, Peaches, Mal-
colm McLaren, the Postal Ser-
vice, Rilo Kiley and the Yeah
Yeah Yeahs. All proceeds go to
UNICEF.

“That’s his (Diamonds’s)
view,” Gollner interjected, start-
ing a debate.

Please see SONG, Page A4

Do They Know
It's Halloween? -

Once a year on a spooky night
It's Halloween ...

and what a fright!

Young boys and ghouils,
in ghoulish disguise
they cover their skin,
conceal their eyes

A grave mistake to be out
when the ghosts are about
it's Halloween ...

Our time to be afraid!

In the rest of the year,

they don't observe

this bash which has become
our biggest concern ’

Latvia, Laos, Chad, Peru
we need their help,
or else we're through

They don't know the fear,
we endure once a year
all hallow's eve, we are afraid!

Do they know it's Halloween
.. tonight?




T don’t think Bob Geldof is
the devil,” Gollner said. “The
gy raised millions of dolars
and made a huge effort ...”

““For rotting food and corrupt
government leaders,” Diamonds
interjected. “There’s no hard data
that that money went anywhere.”
~“At least the effort was made,
Gollner said. “And there is hard
data that food did get over. ... I'm
net cynical about that, personally.
But I am cynical about the lyrics
(of ‘the original Live Aid anthem
Do They Know It’s Christmas).”

Cynical enough to do some-
thing about it. A day after the re-
cent 20th anniversary of Live
Aid, Gollner and Diamonds sat
down to write their retort. Do
They Know It's Halloween takes
atengue-in-cheek approach to
anunacknowledged but ghastly
erisis afflicting North American
kids every fall:

““It’s Oct. 31st, could it gefany

worse?” sing Win Butler and
Régine Chassagne of the Arcade
Fire. “Children on the streets,
begging for treats,” Beck added.

Though they whipped off the
lyrics in an afternoon, and the
whole thing is undertaken with
an air of tomfoolery, Gollner and
Diamonds had some serious is-
sues they wanted to address:

. “Fear,” they said, in unison.

“There is a climate of fear -
we’re supposed to be scared, al-
ways,” Gollner explained, “Ter-
(affected) the lyrics. It’s subtle,
but it was there in our thought
process when we wrote it.”

But the initial inspiration was
Geldof’s song.

_“The real problem is not that
Africa is a ‘desert with no rivers
flowing,’ ” Diamonds said. o €72
that big, multinational corpora-

tions all over the world come in
and exploit the resources and
leave Africa with nothing.”

Ideological arguments and cre-
ative visions aside, producing a
project of this magnitude car-
ried many hurdles. It began as
an idea.

“Nick had a lot of ideas,” said
Gollner, who spent last fall and
winter in Los Angeles, with a
wry smile, “He was full of plans
to change the universe.”

Depressed over the breakup of

his band the Unicorns, Dia-
monds went to L.A. for a visit
last New Year’s eve.
. “I booked a ticket for two
weeks,” he said. “I stayed three
months. Once we started doing
this, it became a real journey.”

First aboard were Montreal
pals the Arcade Fire, who hap-
pened to be passing through L.A.
Then came Rilo Kiley, comedian
David Cross and Sonic Youth'’s
Thurston Moore. Then nothing.

For two months, the project
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Adam Gollner (front) and Nick Diamonds stalked celebrities to recruit them for their Live-Aid-style song spoof Do They Know Its Halloween.

languished. Gollner and Dia-
monds returned to Montreal.
They made a trip to New York to
see former Montrealer Suroosh
Alvi, co-founder of Vice Maga-
zine and its offshoot Vice Record-

ings. Y

“I thought it was such an origi-
nal idea,” Alvi said. “It’s un-
precedented ... really outlandish.
But they had the best intentions,
and though we were short on
time, and it was incredibly hard -
to pull off, we said ‘F--k it, we're
Vice. We'll figure it out.” ” :

The problems were twofold ~
getting artists, and then getting
through the bureaucracy of hav-
ing so many artists involved. All
under the deadline of Halloween."

‘Gollner and Diamonds be-
came celebrity stalkers — phon-
ing, emailing and shmoozing
with anyone they could, for
“days, weeks, months.”

It wasn’t easy. Beck, one of the
first people they asked, recorded
his part nearly six months later,
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